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ABSTRACT

Water-level fluctuation is a crucially important hydraulic factor to meet the safety of ship navigation. Due to the uncertainty and evolution of

the maximum amplitude of water-level variation in the approach channel, the river reach between two dams located along the Yangtze River

in China is selected as a study area and the impact of various operating conditions of the cascade hydro-plant on the maximum amplitude of

water-level variation at typical sites is revealed combining the orthogonal test method and a hydrodynamic model. In addition, the critical

threshold for the water-level variation at the lower lock head of the ship lift is explored using maximum entropy method. Results demonstrate

that flow variation and regulation time are the most prominent factors affecting water-level fluctuation at the lower lock head of the ship lift,

and the existing standard (0.5 m within 1 h and 0.3 m within 30 min) for controlling the maximum variation in water level at the lower lock

head of the ship lift is reasonable and more safety oriented. This study provides a novel perspective to understand the response of water-

level fluctuation to the stochasticity of operating conditions for the cascade hydropower stations.

Key words: approach channel, hydropower station, maximum entropy method, orthogonal experiment method, ship lift, water-level

fluctuation

HIGHLIGHTS

• A one-dimensional hydrodynamic model was developed for validating the water-level fluctuation in the approach channel based on a

physics model test.

• Using orthogonal array design method to address the intricate scenarios from the dual cascade hydropower stations.

• Using maximum entropy method (MEM) to examine the maximum water-level variation under the operation of large-scale cascade hydro-

power stations.
1. INTRODUCTION

Hydropower is the most vital source of renewable energy throughout the world and accounts for 19% of the planet’s energy
demand (Sharma & Singh 2013; Singh & Singal 2017). With an increase in demand for hydropower energy, hydropower
stations have become increasingly ubiquitous on large rivers which have been channelized to allow for navigable flow con-
ditions to a certain extent. Unsteady flow is a ubiquitous hydrodynamic phenomenon in the shallow shipping waterway and

can yield a significant impact on downstream navigation, water supply and sediment transport (PIANC 1995; Ji et al. 2016;
Zhang et al. 2018). Nevertheless, the flow pattern generated by the peaking-shaving operation of the hydropower stations (Xie
et al. 2016), following the establishment of a hydro-plant has dramatically altered the hydraulic elements in the downstream

river channel. Notably, water-level fluctuations have been recognized as a highly relevant indicator for shipping safety in the
inland waterway navigation domain.

Water-level fluctuation generated during hydropower unit start-ups and shutdowns, with rapidly rising and falling of water

level and the increment of the water surface gradient, can induce adverse navigation conditions in the waterway. Several rel-
evant studies have been carried out to address this issue which focuses on the amplitude of water-level variations induced by
the discharge regulation of hydropower plants, and therefore provide scientific and technological support for improving
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navigational conditions. In a previous study, Zheng et al. (2002) elucidated the effect of unsteady flow generated by the peak-

ing of the hydropower station on the navigation conditions in the waterway between the Three Gorges Dam (TGD) and the
Gezhouba Dam (GZD) located along the Yangtze River in China, and concluded that a counter-regulation mode of the GZD
could control the navigation conditions in the relevant river sections within the limits allowed for shipping. Henceforth,

numerous publications have reported the effect of unsteady flow generated by hydropower stations on navigational safety
based on hydrological observations, numerical techniques, and physics model tests (Li et al. 2006; Liu et al. 2012; Zhao
et al. 2012; Shang et al. 2017; Jia et al. 2019). These studies focused on the analysis of hydraulic elements in the waterway
such as velocity, flow regime, water level and hydraulic gradient. However, the operation of the hydropower station involves

the opening and closing of gates (Tan et al. 2008). On the one hand, the effects of transient processes of flow regulation on
navigation have not been further considered; on the other hand, the stochastic combinations of various conditions during the
joint operation of cascade hydropower stations have not been further reported in the literature.

In recent years, large-scale hydropower stations on the Yangtze River basin have been instrumental in enhancing the effi-
ciency of China’s hydropower energy, such as Wudongde, Baihetan, Xiluodu, Xiangjiaba, Three Gorges, and Gezhouba
Hydropower Stations. Water-level fluctuations in the riverway during the dry season are mainly the result of various schedul-

ing modes of hydropower stations. In the navigation domain, in addition to the navigation conditions in the waterway, the
navigation conditions in an approach channel are increasingly highlighted (Stockstill et al. 2004; Maeck & Lorke 2014).
In particular, the safety of vessels in the approach channel is closely associated with water-level fluctuations. In general,

surges induced by the regulation of hydropower stations during start-ups and shutdowns are the utmost crucial hydraulic par-
ameters for assessing the navigation safety (Bravo & Jain 1991). In terms of the previous study on the Three Gorges approach
channel, Zhou et al. (2005) revealed the influence of daily regulation of the Three Gorges Hydropower Station (TGHS) on
water-level fluctuation in the upstream approach channel, such as load increment, load reduction, load rejection, and dur-

ation of units start-up as well as shutdown. Despite the current hydrographic and topographic data having altered over a
long period, water-level fluctuation in the approach channel continues to be an important hot topic, especially at the
lower lock head of the ship lift.

As an example of the daily operation of a system of cascade reservoirs, in this study, the river reach between the TGD and
the GZD is selected and an attempt is made to investigate the probability density distribution based on the sample of maxi-
mum amplitude of water-level variation in the approach channel under the joint operation of the cascade hydropower

stations. The main objective of this study is to gain a more in-depth understanding of the maximum water-level variation
at the lower lock head of the ship lift during the dry period.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 presents the description of the case studies, details of the
numerical technique and model performance. Section 3 presents the results of the numerical validation, in terms of

sample data of maximum amplitude of water-level variation obtained via one-dimensional hydrodynamic model and orthog-
onal array design method, and the threshold investigation of the maximum amplitude of water-level fluctuation at the lower
lock head of the ship lift. Finally, the main conclusions drawn from this study are presented in Section 4.
2. MATERIALS AND METHODS

2.1. Description of the site

The Three Gorges Project (TGP) is located in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River, which is composed of a main dam,

hydropower stations, and navigation structures with integrated functions of flood control, power generation, and navigation
(Zheng et al. 2018). Notably, the TGHS and the Gezhouba Hydropower Station (GHS) constitute a typical cascade hydro-
power stations group. The TGHS has a rated output of 7,00,000 KW, with 32 units installed on the backside of the dam
including 14 units on the left bank, 12 units on the right bank, and 6 units underground. In addition, there are another

two 50,000 KW hydropower units, with a total installed capacity of 22.5 million KW. For the GHS, it has 2 units with a
single capacity of 1,70,000 KW, and 19 units with a single capacity of 1,25,000 KW.

The main navigation structures of the TGP consist of a vertical ship lift and a dual-lane continuous five-step ship lock. For

the approach channel of the ship lift, the riverbed width is around 80–90 m and the length of the channel is approximately
2,700 m. In particular, the approach channel of the ship lift merges with the approach channel approximately 1,100 m down-
stream of the ship lock, and then enters the main waterway of the Yangtze River. Following the confluence of the dual
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approach channels (i.e., ship lift approach and ship lock approach), the entrance width is around 200 m, and the elevation of

the riverbed is around 56.5 m. The arrangement of the entire approach channel is shown in Figure 1.
The river reach between the TGD and GZD starts from Yingzizui and ends at Wangjiagou the upstream of the GZD, which

is about 38 km. The river section is mostly presented as U- or V-shaped in cross-section, with low velocity, excellent navig-

ability, and minimum maintenance depth of 4.5 m during the dry season. The layout of the waterway between the TGD
and the GZD is depicted in Figure 1.
2.2. One-dimensional hydrodynamic model

In the context of the long-distance river reach (around 38.0 km) between the TGD and the GZD, in this study, a one-dimen-
sional hydrodynamic model in open channel flow between the TGD and the GZD was established using the Saint-Venant
partial differential equations, that is, the continuity and momentum equations are herein as follows:

Continuity equation: B
@Z
@t

þ @Q
@x

¼ q (1)

Momentum equation:
@Q
@t

þ @(Q2=A)
@x

þ gA
@Z
@x

þQjQj
K2

� �
¼ 0 (2)

where x is the coordinate along river length, m; t is the time, s; Q is the discharge, m3/s; B is the river width, m; Z is the water
level, m; A is the flow area, m2; q represents the source or sink, m3/s; g represents gravity acceleration, m/s2; K represents the
modulus of discharge.
Figure 1 | Schematic views of the approach channel.

://iwa.silverchair.com/ws/article-pdf/22/4/4159/1040220/ws022044159.pdf



Water Supply Vol 22 No 4, 4162

Downloaded fr
by guest
on 10 April 202
The aforementioned Saint-Venant equations are discretized using a Preissmann four-point implicit differentiation scheme

and the difference form of the equations is written as (Cunge et al. 1980):

f(x, t) ¼ h

2
(fnþ1

jþ1 þ fnþ1
j )þ 1� h

2
(fnjþ1 þ fnj ) (3)

@f
@x

� h
fnþ1
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j

Dx
þ (1� h)

fnjþ1 � fnj
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@f
@t
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2Dt

(5)

where η is the time-weighted coefficient, j and n represent the distance and number of time steps. In this study, η is set to 0.5,
Δt is the time step set to 5 s, and the total simulation time is around 3 h. The cross-section of the study area is set every 5 m
along the 38-km waterway for 7700 cross-sections in total from the TGD to the GZD.

2.3. Orthogonal experiment method

The issues of engineering practice are commonly influenced by multiple complex external and internal factors. In the actual

engineering applications where numerous factors vary in a rather wide range, the conventional single factor method is con-
sidered to be time-consuming and cost demanding. However, orthogonal experiment method, as a statistical experimental
design, is implemented to provide reliable and representative sample points from a comprehensive experiment based on

orthogonality. In order to be capable of managing multi-factor trials in an efficient, quick and cost-effective manner, multiple
factors and levels are first selected on the basis of the experience, then an orthogonal array with various numbers of factors
and levels is obtained based on the work of Taguchi (Roy 2001); thereafter, the experiments can be conducted. Currently, this

method is commonly utilized to analyze data sets based on the arrangement of levels and factors (Feng et al. 2017).
In this study, the maximum amplitude of water-level fluctuation is related to the operation mode of the dual hydropower

units. Water-level fluctuations in the approach channel are influenced by multiple factors (e.g., the outflow boundary of the
hydropower units varies from time to time), considering the advantages of the orthogonal experiment method, it is essential to

identify the major factors using merely a fraction of possible operation scenarios of the dual hydropower units.

2.4. Maximum entropy fitting method (MEM)

The MEM is intended to be applied previously in engineering domains, and it specifies the most unbiased estimate of a prob-
ability distribution that maximizes the Shannon’s entropy subject to the constraint information (Shannon 1948). In light of this,

considering the relation between water-level fluctuations and the operating information of the hydropower units, a continuous
random event upon the maximum amplitude of water-level fluctuation exhibited in the approach channel is expressed as:

H(p) ¼ �
Xn
k¼1

pk log pk (6)

where pk denotes the probability of occurrence of a random event, pk . 0 and
P

pk ¼ 1.
According to the maximum entropy principle (Abramov 2007; Chen et al. 2021), given the statistical moments of a sample

as constraints, a constrained nonlinear optimization problem regarding the probability distribution of a random variable (y) is
constructed as:

Find: p(y)
Maximize: S(y) ¼ � Ð p(y) ln (p(y))dy

Subject to

Ð
p(y)dy ¼ 1Ð

ydi p(y)dy ¼ mdi
i

(
for i ¼ 1, 2, . . . , N

8>>>><
>>>>:

(7)

where mi is the δi-th moment of the random variable Z; N is the number of moment constraints; S(y) is the entropy defined in
Equation (7).
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The optimization problem in Equation (7) can be solved using the Lagrange multiplier method, and the general closed

expression form of p(y) such that:

p(y) ¼ exp �
XN
i¼0

liydi
 !

(8)

where λi (i¼ 0, 1, …, N) represent the associated Mþ 1 Lagrange multipliers. The Equation (8) is substituted into the
constraint condition in Equation (7), the initial values are written as:

l0 ¼ ln
ð
exp �

XN
i¼1

liydi
 !

dy

" #
(9)

For the given constraints, the constrained nonlinear optimization problem in Equation (7) could be transformed to the
following set of unconstrained nonlinear optimization, that is,

Find: di&li (i ¼ 1, 2, . . . , N)

Minimize: ‘(d, l) ¼ ln
Ð
exp �PN

i¼1
liydi

� �
dy

� �
þPN

i¼1
limdi

8<
: (10)

The exponential vector δ and Lagrange multipliers vector λ are solved via an efficient iterative method proposed by Goto-

vac and Gotovac (Volpe & Baganoff 2003), then the results are taken into Equation (9), and the coefficients of the probability
density distribution are obtained.
2.5. Evaluation of model performance

To evaluate the accuracy of a one-dimensional hydrodynamic model in this study, four metrics are herein applied to identify
the deviation between the measured data and the simulated one. Namely, Pearson Correlation Coefficient (R), Root Mean

Square Error (RMSE), Mean Absolute Percentage Error (MAPE), and Nash-Sutcliffe Efficiency (NSE) are written as,
respectively:

R ¼

PN
i¼1

(Dmi �Dm)(Dsi �Ds)ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiPN
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2PN
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2
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RMSE ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1
N

XN
i¼1
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2

vuut (12)

MAPE ¼ 1
N

XN
i¼1

jDmi �Dsij
Dmi

� 100% (13)

NSE ¼ 1�

PN
i¼1

(Dsi �Dmi)
2

PN
i¼1

(Dmi �Dm)
2

(14)

where Dmi and Dsi are the observed and simulated values for ith time step; N is the total number of samples; Dm and Ds are
the mean of the observed and estimated values.
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3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Numerical validation of a one-dimensional hydrodynamic model

The navigable flow conditions in the approach channel under the combined operating conditions of the hydropower stations

are relatively intricate, as a result of the water level in the approach channel oscillating back and forth in the form of a non-
constant flow pattern. For simplicity, the main focus of this study is on water-level fluctuations at the entrance of the approach
channel and the lower lock head of the ship lift. Assuming that the discharge outlets from both the TGHS and the GHS are

set as flow boundaries, an overview of the typical load regulation mode for the cascade hydropower station is outlined as
follows.

The discharge flow of 10,000 m3/s for the TGHS, the unit of the GHS increases by 3,000 m3/s for 5 min, and the discharge

flow of the TGHS remains constant in a one-dimensional model and a physical model test at a 1:80 scale. The physical model
is mainly composed of the hydropower stations, dam, ship lift approach channel, dual-lane ship lock approach channel, and
the main channel (Figure 2). To investigate the water-level fluctuations in the approach channel, we conduct an experiment

on the regulation of hydropower stations under the abovementioned condition. The typical locations of the lower lock head of
the ship lift and the entrance of the approach channel are shown in Figure 2. The ratio of the water depth at k-th moment to
the initial water depth (Hk/H0) in the approach channel is selected as the dimensionless parameter for model validation. The
comparison results of the physical model test and the numerical model in the approach channel are shown in Figure 3.

As shown in Figure 3, the established model is validated by comparing the simulated water depth with the measured one
from a physics model test at a 1:80 scale. The error analysis results are shown in Table 1. MAPE varies from 0.664% to
1.539%, RMSE ranges from 0.050 to 0.091, and R as well as NSE vary from 0.958 to 0.996. Consequently, the good agreement

between the model calculations and the measured data indicates that the established hydrodynamic model can accurately
describe the water-level fluctuation in the approach channel, and it can be used for subsequent research.
3.2. Data-driven stochastic analysis of the influencing factors

Shallow water is characterized by significant hydrological fluctuation, particularly during the dry season, affecting the ship’s
navigation safety. Water-level fluctuation in the approach channel is related to the joint operation mode of the cascade
Figure 2 | A physical model layout of the approach channel.
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Figure 3 | Relative water depth (Hk/H0) at typical sites in the approach channel. (a) Lower lock head of the ship lift. (b) The entrance of the
approach channel.

Table 1 | Error analysis of model validation

Typical sampling sites

Validation

R MAPE/% RMSE/m NSE

Lower lock head of the ship lift 0.987 1.539 0.091 0.958

The entrance of approach channel 0.996 0.664 0.050 0.988
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hydropower stations. The maximum amplitude of water-level fluctuation in the waterway varies depending on operating con-

ditions, and the unpredictability and ambiguity of water-level fluctuation directly threaten the navigational safety of vessels in
the channel. For this reason, considering the boundary conditions of hydropower station operation during the dry season,
initial water surface elevation, base flow, flow amplitude, and regulation time of hydropower stations are selected to conduct

sensitivity analysis of the maximum water-level variation in the approach channel.
Due to the randomness of the operating scenarios of the hydropower units, it is extremely challenging to enumerate all the

parameters with numerous samples. A multi-factor experiment design method, based on an orthogonal array L27 (313)

designed with seven factors and three levels, is employed to generate effective samples of the boundary conditions upon
the operation mode of the dual cascade hydropower stations, as presented in Tables 2 and 3. For simplicity, the range of par-
ameters should be set to reflect the most unfavourable conditions during the dry season as far as possible: the range of the
initial water surface elevation at the waterway between the TGD and the GZD is set to 64.0–65.0 m; the range of base

flow is set to 5,000–6,000 m3/s, the range of flow amplitude is set to 1,000–2,000 m3/s, and the range of the regulation
time of hydropower unit is set to 5–25 min. Factors and levels using orthogonal design of experiments are shown in Table 2.

Currently, in the engineering applications domain, the commonly available hydraulic indicators used to measure the mag-

nitude of water-level fluctuations include maximum hourly variation and maximum daily variation. As the hourly variation
indicator exhibits a tighter control on shipping safety, in light of this, the maximum amplitude of water-level fluctuation within
1 h is herein adopted.
://iwa.silverchair.com/ws/article-pdf/22/4/4159/1040220/ws022044159.pdf



Table 3 | Summary of the L27 (313) orthogonal array

Trials W (m) B1 (m3/s) A1 (m3/s) T1 (min) B2 (m3/s) A2 (m3/s) T2 (min) E (m) F (m)

1 64.0 5,000 1,000 5 5,000 1,000 5 0.16 0.37

2 64.0 5,000 1,000 5 5,500 1,500 15 0.34 0.49

3 64.0 5,000 1,000 5 6,000 2,000 25 0.51 0.71

4 64.0 5,500 1,500 15 5,000 1,000 5 0.26 0.40

5 64.0 5,500 1,500 15 5,500 1,500 15 0.21 0.38

6 64.0 5,500 1,500 15 6,000 2,000 25 0.37 0.53

7 64.0 6,000 2,000 25 5,000 1,000 5 0.43 0.55

8 64.0 6,000 2,000 25 5,500 1,500 15 0.29 0.49

9 64.0 6,000 2,000 25 6,000 2,000 25 0.24 0.38

10 64.5 5,000 1,500 25 5,000 1,500 25 0.19 0.28

11 64.5 5,000 1,500 25 5,500 2,000 5 0.43 0.62

12 64.5 5,000 1,500 25 6,000 1,000 15 0.32 0.43

13 64.5 5,500 2,000 5 5,000 1,500 25 0.32 0.58

14 64.5 5,500 2,000 5 5,500 2,000 5 0.31 0.71

15 64.5 5,500 2,000 5 6,000 1,000 15 0.30 0.50

16 64.5 6,000 1,000 15 5,000 1,500 25 0.19 0.38

17 64.5 6,000 1,000 15 5,500 2,000 5 0.25 0.41

18 64.5 6,000 1,000 15 6,000 1,000 15 0.13 0.22

19 65.0 5,000 2,000 15 5,000 2,000 15 0.28 0.46

20 65.0 5,000 2,000 15 5,500 1,000 25 0.26 0.36

21 65.0 5,000 2,000 15 6,000 1,500 5 0.41 0.73

22 65.0 5,500 1,000 25 5,000 2,000 15 0.24 0.33

23 65.0 5,500 1,000 25 5,500 1,000 25 0.11 0.18

24 65.0 5,500 1,000 25 6,000 1,500 5 0.35 0.48

25 65.0 6,000 1,500 5 5,000 2,000 15 0.25 0.55

26 65.0 6,000 1,500 5 5,500 1,000 25 0.26 0.48

27 65.0 6,000 1,500 5 6,000 1,500 5 0.22 0.52

Table 2 | Factors and levels of the orthogonal experiment

Factors Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Initial water surface elevation (m) 64.0 64.5 65.0

Base flow of the TGHS (m3/s) 5,000 5,500 6,000

Flow amplitude of the TGHS (m3/s) 1,000 1,500 2,000

Control time of the TGHS (min) 5 15 25

Base flow of the GHS (m3/s) 5,000 5,500 6,000

Flow amplitude of the GHS (m3/s) 1,000 1,500 2,000

Control time of the GHS (min) 5 15 25
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Maximum amplitudes of water-level fluctuations at the entrance of the approach channel and the lower lock head of the
ship lift, according to the design sample, are readily obtained using a one-dimensional hydrodynamic model. As shown in
Table 3, W represents initial water surface elevation; B1, A1, and T1 represent base flow, flow amplitude, and regulation
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time of the TGHS, respectively; B2, A2, and T2 represent base flow, flow amplitude, and regulation time of the GHS, respect-

ively. E and F denote the maximum hourly amplitude of water level at the entrance of the approach channel and the lower
lock head of the ship lift, respectively. In combination with running conditions for the hydropower units, the maximum ampli-
tudes of water-level fluctuations within 1 h at the entrance of the approach channel and the lower lock head of the ship lift

under various scenarios are presented in Table 3. Specifically, the maximum amplitude of water-level fluctuation within 1 h at
the lower lock head of the ship lift is recorded in the 21st experiment trials, such as 0.73 m, whereas the one at the entrance of
the approach channel is recorded in the third experiment trials, such as 0.51 m.

As presented in Tables 3–5, the values of F and E are obtained by the hydrodynamic model based on the given boundary

conditions. According to the principle of the orthogonal experimental design, Fi (i¼ 1, 2, 3) is defined as the average value of
the evaluation index F for each factor at the same level; while Ei (i¼ 1, 2, 3) is defined as the average value of the evaluation
index E for each factor at the same level. R_S is defined as the range between the maximum F value and the minimum F value

in the corresponding factor; while R_E is defined as the range between the maximum E value and the minimum E value in the
corresponding factor.

As presented in Table 4 and Figure 4, according to the analysis of variance results, the regulation time of the TGHS and the

flow amplitude of the GHS are recognized to be the most effective factors playing a pivotal role in terms of the maximum
hourly amplitude of water level at the lower lock head of the ship lift. Namely, the shorter the flow regulation time of the
TGHS, the greater the water-level fluctuation will be at the lower lock head of the ship lift; the water-level fluctuation will

be more significant with an increase in flow amplitude of the GHS. In addition, as the initial water surface elevation and
base flow of the TGHS grows, the maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude at the lower lock head of the ship lift decrease
gradually; with an increment of flow amplitude of the TGHS and the GHS, the maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude at
the lower lock head of the ship lift is more significant; the flow regulation with shorter time of the GHS and the TGHS exerts

a significant impact on the maximum water-level fluctuation. In particular, with an increment of base flow for the GHS, the
maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude increases gradually. Overall, flow amplitude and regulation time are the most sig-
nificant factors for the water-level fluctuation amplitude at the lower lock head of the ship lift.
Table 4 | Response table for means (maximum hourly amplitude of water level at the lower lock head of the ship lift, unit: m)

Factors F1 (Level 1) F2 (Level 2) F3 (Level 3) R_S

Initial water surface elevation (W) 0.48 0.46 0.46 0.02

Base flow of the TGHS (B1) 0.49 0.45 0.44 0.05

Flow amplitude of the TGHS (A1) 0.46 0.47 0.53 0.07

Regulation time of the TGHS (T1) 0.55 0.43 0.42 0.13

Base flow of the GHS (B2) 0.43 0.46 0.50 0.07

Flow amplitude of the GHS (A2) 0.39 0.48 0.52 0.13

Regulation time of the GHS (T2) 0.53 0.43 0.43 0.10

Table 5 | Response table for means (maximum hourly amplitude of water level at the entrance of approach channel, unit: m)

Factors E1 (Level 1) E2 (Level 2) E3 (Level 3) R_E

Initial water surface elevation (W) 0.31 0.27 0.26 0.05

Base flow of the TGHS (B1) 0.32 0.28 0.25 0.07

Flow amplitude of the TGHS (A1) 0.25 0.28 0.32 0.07

Regulation time of the TGHS (T1) 0.30 0.26 0.28 0.04

Base flow of the GHS (B2) 0.26 0.27 0.32 0.06

Flow amplitude of the GHS (A2) 0.25 0.28 0.32 0.07

Regulation time of the GHS (T2) 0.31 0.26 0.26 0.05
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Figure 4 | Influence of various factors on the maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude at the lower lock head of the ship lift. (a) Flow
amplitude; (b) base flow; (c) regulation time of the hydropower units; (d) initial water surface elevation.
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Additionally, the maximum hourly amplitude of water level at the entrance of the approach channel is presented in Table 5.
As the entrance is situated at the confluence of the approach channel and the main waterway, the water-level fluctuation in
the main waterway is similar to that at the entrance of the approach channel. Results indicate that the flow amplitude of the

TGHS and the GHS is the most significant influencing factor at the entrance of the approach channel. In addition, base flow
is recognized as the secondary factor, and the regulation time of the hydropower unit is not significant. Compared with water-
level fluctuation at the lower lock head of the ship lift, flow regulation time of the hydropower unit may induce insignificant

water-level fluctuation in the wider reaches, whereas the amplitude of water-level variation at the narrower river sections
exhibits a greater change.

The maximum amplitude of water-level variation may vary with downstream hydrographic data and the safe docking pat-

tern of the ship lift chamber. Consequently, to illustrate fully the maximum water-level variation at the lower lock head of the
ship lift, according to the potential operation scenarios of the cascade hydropower stations in Table 3, the maximum ampli-
tudes of water-level variation within the periods of 5, 10, 15, 20, 30, and 60 min at the lower lock head of the ship lift and the
entrance of the approach channel are shown in Figure 5.

As presented in Figure 5(a) and 5(b), most of the simulated values of the water-level variation at the lower lock head of
the ship lift and the entrance of the approach channel are concentrated between the 25th and the 75th percentile of the
corresponding distributions, and the medians are close to the means with an upward trend. Overall, the water level at the

lower lock head of the ship lift fluctuates considerably due to the effect of the narrowing of the hydraulic section, and the
average water-level variation within 1 h is slightly below the existing design threshold of 0.5 m based on the navigation
standard (MOT 2018) of the two dams located along the Yangtze River in China. There is a potential risk for the operation
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Figure 5 | Maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude within various periods. (a) The lower lock head of the ship lift; (b) The entrance of the
approach channel.
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of the ship lift, the maximum amplitude of water-level variation at the lower lock head of the ship lift will be therefore a
major concern.

3.3. Threshold investigation of maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude

The safe docking of the ship chamber at the lower lock head of ship lift is closely associated with the water-level fluctuation
(e.g., too low water level with a risk of the ship grounding, too high water level with overflowing from the ship chamber) in the
approach channel, thus water-level fluctuations in the vicinity of the lower lock head of the ship lift should be a major

concern.
To ensure navigation safety of ships, in consideration of the requirements for safe docking of the Three Gorges ship lift

chamber, the existing critical threshold of the water-level fluctuation amplitude within 1 h at the lower lock head of the

ship lift is set to 0.5 m (MOT 2018), which is utilized to monitor the water-level fluctuation in the approach channel.
In this regard, it is pretty crucial for the safe docking of the ship chamber as the ship lift is under operation. However,
the critical threshold is associated with the changes in hydrologic regimes induced by downstream junction scheduling.
Maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude in the approach channel is primarily affected by base flow, flow amplitude,

regulation time of hydropower units, and initial water surface elevation. Currently, the randomness of the outflow bound-
ary of the hydropower units is tough to capture precisely, and the maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude in the
approach channel induced by the operation of the hydropower units is not clearly understood by the shipping community.

Accordingly, in this subsection, an attempt to adopt a novel perspective to identify the critical threshold of water-level fluc-
tuation amplitude is herein proposed via probability density distribution among scenarios from the regulation modes of the
TGHS and the GHS.
://iwa.silverchair.com/ws/article-pdf/22/4/4159/1040220/ws022044159.pdf



Water Supply Vol 22 No 4, 4170

Downloaded fr
by guest
on 10 April 202
3.3.1. Synchronous and asynchronous peaking of cascade hydropower stations

To fully reflect the influence of the variation of the operating conditions of the cascade hydropower stations on the amplitude
of the water-level variation at the lower lock head of the ship lift, all the potential regulation scenarios of the hydro-plant

(Table 3) are considered in detail.
Taking the maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude within 1 h as a case, the maximum water-level fluctuation ampli-

tude for each scenario in Table 3 is obtained using a hydrodynamic model, and the distribution of probability density
function based on the sample data composed of maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude for all scenarios in Table 3 is

computed by Equations (7)–(10). Simultaneously, a fully non-parametric test method, named the Kolmogorov–Smirnov (K-
S) test method, is used to compare with that of the results from the maximum entropy method (MEM).

For the pattern of the probability density distribution, the conventional K-S test method is a versatile tool to examine the

potential distribution pattern, whereas it is not essential to assume the distribution function type of samples before a test using
the moment-constrained MEM. In terms of the moments, the probability density distributions with moment constraints of
order up to 4, 5 and 6 are selected, respectively, and presented in Figure 6.

As shown in Figure 6, the probability density distribution of the maximum amplitude of water-level variation at the lower
lock head of the ship lift agrees well with that of the conventional K-S method, especially the result of the 4th order moment is
closer to the distribution pattern of K-S method (R¼ 0.998, NSE¼ 0.997, and RMSE¼ 0.053). Accordingly, on the basis of
the validation result of the existing model, the probability distribution of the maximum amplitude of water-level variation
Figure 6 | Distributions of maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude. (a) 4-moment; (b) 5-moment; (c) 6-moment; (d) comparison of various
moments.
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at the lower lock head of the ship lift for each dispatching mode of the hydropower units can be described precisely using the

moment constraints of order up to 4.
It is known that the normal operation of the Three Gorges ship lift is closely related to the variation of the water level at the

lower lock head of the ship lift. To ensure the safe navigation of the ship lift, the maximum water-level variation within 1 h at

the lower lock head of the ship lift is limited to 0.5 m. According to the probability density distribution of the maximum water-
level fluctuation amplitude (Figure 6(a)), the probability that the water-level fluctuation at the lower lock of the ship lift fails to
meet the safe navigation of ship is around 38% when the maximum amplitude of water-level variation reaches 0.5 m. Totally,
the majority of operating conditions for the cascade hydropower stations meet the requirement for safe docking of the ship lift

chamber.
Additionally, the sample aforementioned encompasses the calculated values for the least favourable conditions of the cas-

cade hydropower stations during the dry season; on the contrary, provided that the entire scheduling modes of the cascade

hydropower stations are in accordance with the normal operating conditions, the safe navigation guarantee rate of the ship lift
during the dry period should be higher. For instance, according to the prototype observations in 2019, the probability of the
maximum water-level variation at the lower lock head of the ship lift not being satisfied for each month is around 2–10%. It is

apparent that the docking of the ship lift chamber is in a safe condition during most of the dry season, that is, the maximum
variation of the water level at the lower lock head of the ship lift is within the safety threshold. In addition, assuming a 10%
probability (stem from prototype observation data) of failing to satisfy the maximum amplitude of the water-level variation at

the lower lock head of the ship lift, the critical threshold for the hourly variation of the water level is 0.64 m, whereas the
existing maximum amplitude of the water-level variation at the lower lock head of the ship lift is determined to be 0.5 m
within 1 h. Therefore, existing regulations have a stricter requirement for controlling the maximum hourly variation in
water level at the lower head of the ship lift, and the existing standard is more safety-oriented.

3.3.2. Simultaneous peaking of cascade hydropower stations

In terms of the simultaneous peaking of cascade hydropower stations, the sample can be constructed using the trails series

composed of the numbers 1, 5, 9, 10, 14, 18, 19, 23, and 27 in Table 3. These samples present the potential operating scenarios
for simultaneous peaking of the cascade hydropower stations with the same initial water level, base flow, flow amplitude, and
flow regulation time, as shown in Table 6.

The sample of maximum water-level fluctuation amplitude within 1 h at the lower lock head of the ship lift is listed in the

last column of Table 6. Assuming the probability of 10% of unsafe navigation, the critical threshold of the maximum hourly
water level amplitude at the lower lock head of the ship lift was determined to be 0.61 m based on the MEM, whereas the
actual threshold (0.5 m, Figure 7) is less than the previous one. Hence, it indicates that the existing standard is more stringent

for the safe docking of the ship chamber at the lower lock head of the ship lift and that the safe passage of the ship under the
simultaneous regulation of the cascade hydropower stations is guaranteed at a high rate.
Table 6 | Potential scenarios for the simultaneous peaking of cascade power stations

ss W (m) B1 (m3/s) A1 (m3/s) T1 (min) B2 (m3/s) A2 (m3/s) T2 (min) F (m) G (m)

1 64.0 5,000 1,000 5 5,000 1,000 5 0.37 0.36

5 64.0 5,500 1,500 15 5,500 1,500 15 0.38 0.38

9 64.0 6,000 2,000 25 6,000 2,000 25 0.38 0.38

10 64.5 5,000 1,500 25 5,000 1,500 25 0.28 0.28

14 64.5 5,500 2,000 5 5,500 2,000 5 0.71 0.71

18 64.5 6,000 1,000 15 6,000 1,000 15 0.22 0.22

19 65.0 5,000 2,000 15 5,000 2,000 15 0.46 0.46

23 65.0 5,500 1,000 25 5,500 1,000 25 0.18 0.18

27 65.0 6,000 1,500 5 6,000 1,500 5 0.52 0.51

Note: F denotes the maximum water-level variation within 60 min at the lower lock head of the ship lift, while G represents the maximum water-level variation within 30 min at the

lower lock head of the ship lift; and the remaining symbols have the same meaning as previously mentioned.
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Figure 7 | Distribution of maximum amplitude of the water-level variation within 60 min at the lower lock head of the ship lift.
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3.4. Discussions

The threshold of water-level variation at the lower lock head of the ship lift is related to the safe docking mode of the ship
chamber, and the magnitude of the water-level variation is directly associated with the evolution of the river topography and

the scheduling modes of the cascade hydropower stations. Nevertheless, the existing standard of water-level variation at the
lower lock head of the ship lift is based on a relatively vague source, and the adoption of a more strict threshold of water-level
variation considerably restricts the enhancement of the navigational security rate of the ship lift, resulting in the ship lift’s
navigational efficiency not being given full play; conversely, the threshold of water-level variation is taken too roughly in

range, which will increase the possibility of navigational safety risks for ships. However, in terms of engineering applications,
as long as the ships can be safely docked at the lower lock head of the ship lift, the current maximum amplitude of water-level
fluctuation can be considered to be satisfied. Although prototype observation tests are the best means of reflecting water-level

fluctuations at the lower lock head of the ship lift, there are risks associated with such means. In light of this, it is meaningful
to investigate the threshold value of water-level fluctuation amplitude at the lower lock head of the ship lift.
3.4.1. Maximum water-level variation within 30 min

Currently, the threshold of the maximum amplitude of water-level fluctuation is determined to be 0.5 m within 1 h, is it feas-

ible to adopt other standards for the safe docking of ships at the lower lock head of the ship lift? In light of this, assuming that
the threshold value of water-level variation at the lower lock head of the ship lift should be 0.3 m within 30 min during the dry
season, the sample information concerning the maximum water-level variation with 30 min could be obtained using 27 sets of

scenarios available (Table 3). The probability distribution of the maximum amplitude of water-level variation at the lower lock
head of the ship lift is shown in Figure 8.

As shown in Figure 8(a), assuming the probability of 50% of unsafe navigation, the critical threshold of the maximum
hourly water level amplitude at the lower lock head of the ship lift is determined to be 0.40 m based on the MEM, which

is greater than the actual threshold value (0.3 m within 30 min). However, the abnormal probability of safe navigation corre-
sponding to the threshold standard is around 81%. Overall, the existing threshold of maximum water-level variation within
30 min is more safety oriented.

Likewise, assuming the unsafe probability of 50%, the critical threshold of the maximum amplitude of water-level fluctu-
ation at the lower lock head of the ship lift is regarded as 0.36 m, which is greater than the actual threshold value (0.3 m,
Figure 8(b)). Further, the probability of unsafe navigation corresponding to the existing standard is around 68%. In general,
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Figure 8 | Distribution of maximum amplitude of the water-level variation within 30 min at the lower lock head of the ship lift.
(a) Synchronous and asynchronous peaking of the dual cascade hydropower stations. (b) Simultaneous peaking of the dual cascade
hydropower stations.
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when water-level fluctuation amplitude is computed based on a standard of 0.3 m within 30 min, the existing standard is more

stringent for the safe docking of the ship chamber at the lower lock head of the ship lift.
3.4.2. Shortcomings and future work

The maximum water-level variation at the lower lock head of the ship lift is not only related to the safe docking of vessels but
also to the changing hydrologic regimes between the TGD and the GZD during the scheduling of the dual cascade hydro-
power stations. This study examines the critical threshold of water-level variation amplitude in the approach channel
://iwa.silverchair.com/ws/article-pdf/22/4/4159/1040220/ws022044159.pdf
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merely in terms of the hydrologic regimes between the TGD and the GZD under the cascade hydropower stations schedule.

Nevertheless, several shortcomings in this study are as follows: (i) a small sample containing the least favourable combination
of conditions is utilized to determine the distribution of probability density function; and (ii) water-level fluctuation at the
lower lock head of the ship lift under the load-increasing operation of hydropower unit is merely taken into consideration,

while the combination conditions of load-decreasing, load-increasing, and a constant load of the hydropower unit are not
further discussed. Overall, the sample information in this study has a few limitations. In future work, prototype observation
and experimental data upon water-level fluctuation at the lower lock head of the ship lift under various operating modes of
the cascade hydropower stations will be further gathered and analyzed using the statistical method and machine learning

algorithms.

4. CONCLUSION

Considering the uncertainty of the threshold of the maximum water-level variation at the lower lock head of the ship lift, in

this study, a one-dimensional hydrodynamic model was numerically solved to obtain water-level fluctuation amplitude at typi-
cal cross-sections, then the orthogonal experiment method was adopted to reduce the number of factors influencing the
involved processes to a limited number of combinations. In light of this, the MEM was employed to obtain the occurrence

probability of the maximum amplitude of water-level fluctuation in consideration of the stochastic combination of operating
operations of the dual cascade hydropower stations. The following conclusions can be drawn from this study: (i) The estab-
lished one-dimensional hydrodynamic model is effective and reliable in water-level fluctuation simulating. (ii) Flow amplitude

and regulation time of the unit are the most significant factors for the amplitude of water-level variation at the lower lock head
of the ship lift, and flow amplitude is the most prominent factor affecting the amplitude of water-level variation at the entrance
of approach channel. (iii) The probability density distribution of the maximum amplitude of water-level fluctuation at the
lower lock head of the ship lift is capable of being obtained using the MEM, and it indicates that the existing standard

(0.5 m within 1 h and 0.3 m within 30 min) for controlling the maximum hourly variation in water level at the lower lock
head of the ship lift is reasonable and more safety oriented.
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